SPEAKING

Useful Expressions to Engage in a Discussion

Let’s go over some useful expressions that you can use in any discussion.
Let’s see:

« Starting your discussion
e Shall I start? / Yeah, go on.
« Shalll go first? / Of course, go ahead.
« Isitokayif|start? /Sure, no problem.
« Would you like to go first? / Yes, why not?

« Expressing your opinion
o | believe/think that...
e Inmy opinion,...
o The way lsee it,...
o Ifyou ask me,...
o | would say that...
« Itseems to me that...
e Inmyview...
e Asfaras!’m concerned,...

« Asking for your partner’s your opinion
. statement, don’t you think/agree?
. statement, wouldn’t you say so?
. statement, wouldn’t you agree?
« statement, right?

e Do you think...?

« Do you believe that...?

o What do you think about...?
e Howabout...?

o Whatabout...?

« What’s your take on...?



« Agreeing with your partner
« [(totally) agree with you.
« You’re dead right.
« That’s (absolutely) true.
« You’'re (absolutely) right.
e That’s a great idea.
e Icouldn’t agree more.
o Yes, | see what you mean.
« Isee it that way, too.
« Yes, of course.
o |think so, too.

« Disagreeing with your partner
e I'mafraid | don’t see it the same way.
e I’msorry but | have to disagree.
« You may be right, but | have a different view.
« That might be true, but I’'m not sure | agree with you.
e I’'msorry, but | don’t agree.

« Changing the subject
e As for + one of the options
« Asto+ one of the options
« Inrelation to + one of the options
e Asregards + one of the options
e Regarding the question of the task,
o With regard to + paraphrased question

o Concluding the discussion
« | believe we have an agreement, don’t we?
« So, do we have an agreement?
o Shall we stick to...?
e Shall we agree on..?



choosing a

finding a job

hiwy What might people
have to consider

when making these

decisions?

starting a family

moving to another
country

Why would these
ideas attract more

e tourists to the town?
building a large

nightblub providing parks
putting up security building holiday
cameras . flats
having more

shops




building a
marina

cleaning the
beach

How would these
ideas attract more

improving transport
links to the airport

visitors to the
resort?

improving the
nightlife

building
more hotels

[ a new car ]

[ a new baby ]

Why
prou

supporting a
sports team

do people feel
d about these
things?

[winning a prize]

[

getting a
new job
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[a mobile phone ] [ a first aid kit ]

How could each item
be useful on a
camping trip?

a torch

[ a camping gas ]
stove

[ dancing ]

[ preparing meals ]

How have each of these
aspects of life changed in
the last 70 years?

[ind ustrial labour ]

[ entertainment ]

[writing to people ]

Source: Advanced TRAINER. Cambridge (6 tests)



sleeping eight hours
every night

eating at regular times

How important are these
things for keeping fit
and healthy?

going to the gym

spending time
outdoors each day

visiting the doctor
regularly




Visual materials for the Speaking test

2E

spend time
with family

go on trips to
new places

Why is it important to
do these things in our
everyday lives?

check the
latest news

get some
exercise

chat with
friends




[ politician J

[ surgeon

What is the appeal of
each of these jobs?

[ football player ]

[ teacher ]

[ udee )




fitness class painting class

[ a sport and J [ a drawing and ]

How might each class
attract different
people?

[ a cookery class ] [ an acting class ]

[ a photography ]
class
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mobile phones

[ computers and ] [ medicine ]

What are the advantages
and disadvantages of
each aspect of modem
life?

[ ready meals]

[ electricity }

[, cars ]
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sleeping eight hours
every night

eating at regular times

How important are these

things for keeping fit
and healthy?

spending time
outdoors each day

visiting the doctor
regularly

going to the gym




